©tiauia  3lpuital|  Hullftin 


l/Ai/^/Us/Lez/  -Ey  — 

THE  OTTAWA  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  COUNCIL 


OCTOBER  25,  1945 


Vol.  9,  No.  2 


HESYAN  18,  5706 


Vice-President  Dies 


Citizens  Urge  Open  Door 


The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Simon  J. 
Ritt  on  September  25th.  came  as  a heavy 
and  stunning  blow  to  Ottawa  Jewry.  At 
the  time  of  his  passing,  Mr.  Ritt  was  a 
Viee-Pres.  of  the  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha’Ir,  a 
co-chairman  of  the  new  Synagogue-Com- 
munity Centre  project,  and  past-pre- 
sident of  the  local  Zionist  Society,  a past 
chairman  of  the  J.  D.  C.  Campaign,  a 
director  of  the  Free  Loan  Association, 
and  the  treasurer  of  the  B’nai  B’rith. 

Mr.  Ritt  came  to  Ottawa  from  Kovno, 
the  son  of  a highly  respected  family 
there,  and  in  few  years  he  succeeded  in 
building  up  a prominent  business  con- 
cern. He  then  dedicated  a great  part  of 
his  energies  to  the  various  Jewish  or- 
ganizations in  our  city,  becoming  both 
a generous  contributor  and  a hard  worker 
in  every  major  venture  of  the  Vaad  Ha’Ir. 
He  was  also  prominent  in  assisting  youth 
work,  taking  an  important  part  in  help- 
ing to  establish  the  Maccabee  Air  Cadet 
Squadron  and  befriending  such  groups 
as  the  Tel- Aviv  Tennis  Club,  the  Hanoar 
Study  and  Breakfast  Club,  Young  Judea 
and  A.  Z.  A. 

When  the  sad  news  was  carried  across 
the  Dominion,  messages  of  condolence 
came  pouring  in  from  many  parts  of  the 
land  to  the  bereaved  widow,  the  former 
Thelma  Dover,  and  the  two  sons,  Kenneth 
and  David. 


Hundreds  of  Ottawa  citizens  were 
turned  back  from  Convention  Hall  at  the 
Chateau  Laurier  last  October  8th,  When 
a public  meeting,  called  by  the  Zionist 
organizations  of  Ottawa,  overflowed  the 
auditorium.  The  meeting  was  called  to- 
gether to  discuss  the  Holy  Land  in  rela- 
tion to  the  critical  situation  of  the  Jews 
in  Europe,  and  it  unanimously  adopted 
a resolution  asking  unrestricted  immi- 
gration and  settlement  by  Jews  in  Eretz 
Israel,  so  that  it  may  become  a Jewish 
Commonwealth. 

The  program  was  opened  by  the  chair- 
man Mr.  L.  Freiman,  who  indicated  the 
urgency  for  the  open  door  in  Palestine 
in  order  to  rescue  homeless  Jews  from 
Europe,  and  his  message  was  keenly 
pointed  up  by  a showing  of  the  March 
of  Time  film,  “The  Palestine  Problem”. 
Mr.  A.  R.  Mosher,  President  of  the  Cana- 
dian Congress  of  Labour,  spoke  for  one- 
quarter  million  organized  workers  in  Can- 
ada, and  he  stressed  the  fact  that  ex- 
pert opinion  had  established  the  ability 
of  Palestine  to  absorb  at  least  four  mil- 
lion inhabitants.  Mr.  M.  J.  Coldwell,  Na- 
tional Leader  of  the  C.C.F.  Party,  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  that  Britain, 
through  its  Labour  government,  would 
not  break  its  pledge  to  the  Jewish  people 
about  the  creation  of  the  Homeland.  The 
plight  of  European  Jewry  and  its  hope- 
lessness if  Palestine  be  closed  to  immigra- 
tion constituted  the  essence  of  a dramatic 
talk  by  Rabbi  0.  Z.  Fasrnan,  who  remind- 
ed his  listeners  that  the  contribution  of 
the  Jews,  and  especially  of  the  Palestinian 
Jews,  to  the  victory  of  the  United  Na- 
tions gave  their  claim  powerful  justifica- 
tion. The  resolution  proper  was  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Max  Freedman,  who  clearly 
indicated  that  what  Jews  are  asking  for 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


More  than  a thousand  people  attended 
the  funeral  services  that  were  held  at  his 
late  residence,  453  Daly  Avenue,  with 
Rabbi  0.  Z.  Fasrnan  and  Reverend  J. 
Rabin  officiating. 

In  his  eulogy  the  rabbi  observed  that 
Simon  Ritt  illustrated  in  his  life  Brown- 
ing’s immortal  dictum,  “To  love  infinitely, 
and  to  be  loved.” 


Annual  Talmud  Torah 
Dinner 

The  Ottawa  Talmud  Torah  will  serve 
a buffet  dinner  for  men  in  the  Talmud 
Torah  Hall  on  Tuesday  night,  October 
30th,  at  7.00  P.M.  The  Board  has  de- 
cided to  make  this  dinner  free  of  charge 
to  all  who  attend  and  to  launch  the  an- 
nual campaign  the  same  night. 

Mr.  Morris  Zagerman,  Chairman  of 
the  Talmud  Torah  Board,  explained  at 
his  executive  meeting  that  the  budget 
this  year  had  to  be  greatly  increased  in 
order  to  meet  the  obligations  now  carried 
by  operating  in  the  main  building  and 
the  two  branches  at  the  James  Street 
Synagogue  and  in  the  West  End.  Mr. 
Zagerman  continued  to  point  out  that  the 
present  enrolment  of  211  is  the  largest  in 
our  history,  that  classes  now  accommo- 
date children  from  the  Hebrew  kinder- 
garten through  a class  that  studies  Gem- 
ara. 

(In  the  past  twelve  months  the  Talmud 
Torah  has  sent  three  students  to  the 
Merkaz  Hatorah  Yeshivah  in  Montreal.) 

After  a careful  survey  of  the  financial 
needs  for  the  coming  year,  it  was  de- 
cided to  request  that  contributions  this 
year  be  increased  by  33V3%.  In  this  con- 
nection Rabbi  O.  Z.  Fasrnan  remarked, 
“Whoever  witnessed  the  graduation  ex- 
ercises of  the  Talmud  Torah  last  June, 
in  both  the  Saturday  Synagogue  ser- 
vices and  the  Sunday  formal  addresses, 
will  surely  feel  that  the  Talmud  Torah 
is  worth  that  increase.” 

Men  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community! 
It  is  your  solemn  duty  to  attend  the  buf- 
fet dinner  next  Tuesday  evening! 


BROCKVILLE  DEDICATES 
SYNAGOGUE 

Many  Ottawa  families  participated  in 
the  dedication  of  the  new  Synagogue  in 
Broekville,  when  Rabbi  0.  Z.  Fasrnan 
and  Cantor  J.  Rabin  and  his  choir  offi- 
ciated in  opening  the  building  to  public 
prayer.  Former  Ottawa  citizens  J.  Kri- 
ger  and  J.  Smith  are  president  and  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 
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IGNORANCE  DOES  NOT  PAY 

Recently  a teacher  in  one  of  our  public  schools 
made  reference  to  the  question  of  the  Jews  and  Pales- 
tine with  the  observation  that  the  Hebrew  people 
hundreds  of  years  ago  left  the  Holy  Land  of  their  own 
free  will.  Immediately  a Talmud  Torah  boy  rose  to 
challenge  this  statement,  for  he  told  her  that  in  his 
Hebrew  school  class  he  had  learned  about  the  wars  his 
ancestors  conducted  against  the  Romans  and  their  bitter 
struggle  to  protect  their  soil.  Thus,  he  argued, 
the  Jews  never  willingly  abandoned  their  Homeland, 
only  they  were  defeated  and  forcibly  driven  out. 

This  episode  is,  unfortunately,  not  typical  of  the 
way  in  which  our  people  debate  over  the  cardinal  issues 
of  their  life.  In  frequent  instances  the  Jewish  listeners 
to  a criticism  levelled  against  Israel  do  not  know 
how  to  reply,  simply  because  they  are  not  familiar 
with  the  facts.  The  result  is  that  neutral  observers 
who  stand  witness  to  the  scene  conclude  in  their  own 
mind  that  the  charges  are  correct,  since  even  the  Jew 
who  heard  them  offered  no  contradictory  evidence. 
In  the  study  of  modern  anti-Semitism  not  enough 
attention  has  been  given  to  this  indirect,  but  danger- 
ously powerful,  contribution  Jews  themselves  make 
to  the  misrepresentations  of  their  opponents.  If  our 
own  members  cannot  build  any  defence,  or  if  they 
produce  a pathetically  inadequate  defence,  how  much 
understanding  can  we  expect  of  even  the  well-wishers 
in  the  non-Jewish  world  about  us? 

To  wait  until  the  years  of  maturity  before  under- 
taking to  study  the  true  facts  of  Jewish  history  is  to 
wait  too  long  and,  generally  speaking,  to  acquire  too 
little.  A thorough  knowledge  of  what  we  present  on 
the  stage  of  history  must  begin  in  childhood.  At  the 
dawn  of  conscious  wisdom  the  boy  and  girl  must  wel- 
come into  the  freshness  of  their  reactions  a healthy 
grasp  of  the  tradition  from  which  they  spring  and  to 
which  they  may  proudly  give  their  allegiance.  As 
their  intelligence  deepens,  they  will  see  how  the  in- 
formation imparted  to  them  in  their  Talmud  Torah 
work  bears  directly  upon  the  current  problems  con- 
fronting Israel.  Later,  in  entering  discussions  with 
their  Christian  neighbours,  they  will  not  have  to  grope 
blindly  for  the  facts  needed  to  overwhelm  unjust  ac- 
cusations and  to  advance  their  claims  for  recognition 


in  the  proper  perspective.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
have  failed  to  gather  up  such  material  in  their  youth, 
oiur  children  will  some  day  discover  themselves  speech- 
less and  confounded  before  the  torrent  of  lies  that 
pours  forth  incessantly  from  our  vilifiers. 

! 

The  case  for  the  modern  Talmud  Torah  has  been 
constructed  upon  several  vital  pillars,  such  as  the 
importance  of  Jewish  education  for  the  survival  of 
our  people,  the  human  values  the  growing  generation 
can  derive  from  contact  with  our  faith,  and  the  cul- 
tural development  that  goes  along  with  the  study  of 
a beautiful  literature,  but  the  thesis  of  these  brief 
lines  is  that  an  additional  pillar  not  to  be  overlooked 
is  the  part  such  an  education  plays  in  protecting  us 
against  slander.  Only  children  who,  like  this  boy, 
have  a command  of  the  pertinent  events  in  our  past 
and  have  the  enthusiasm  to  beat  off  an  attack  against 
their  people,  will  be  in  a strategic  position  to  ward  off 
the  blows  of  the  enemy  that  may  come  in  the  next 
generation.  Whatever  expense  is  born  today  by  Jewish 
Communities  in  the  field  of  education  forms  an  in- 
valuable investment  in  self-protection.  Those  who 
fret  about  the  size  of  a Talmud  Torah  budget  or  the 
maintenance  of  a Yeshiva  need  be  reminded  that  it  is 
better  to  arm  against  the  future  than  to  go  down  in 
defeat  when  that  future  arrives.  Ignorance  does  not 
pay,  and  Jewish  life  can  only  be  the  worse  for  it. 


CROSSING  THE  LINE 

Only  a time-lag  seems  to  separate  the  period  in 
a person’s  life  when  he  allows  himself  to  eat  pork  in 
a restaurant  and  the  occasion  when  the  kitchen  in  his. 
home  ceases  to  be  Kosher.  To  be  sure,  it  is  not  until 
both  the  husband  and  the  wife  have  accustomed  them- 
selves to  eating  anything  away  from  the  home  that 
the  likelihood  of  changing  over  in  the  home  itself 
appears ; otherwise  the  one  that  continues  to  care  will 
possibly  succeed  in  perpetuating  the  family  tradition. 

Children  are  shrewd  observers,  and  they  fail  to 
grasp  the  niceties  of  rationalization,  so  that  they  will 
not  long  permit  to  go  unchallenged  the  habit  of  their 
parents  to  eat  every  kind  of  dish  in  a restaurant,  while 
insisting  that  the  domestic  practices  cling  to  the  reli- 
gious pattern.  As  Dr.  Leo  Jung  wittily  puts  it,  the 
strongest  argument  in  favour  of  eating  a ham  sand- 
wich is  to  eat  one.  It  becomes  gradually  meaningless, 
to  a young  person  who  has  developed  a taste  for  bacon 
in  the  hotel  grill  to  avoid  introducing  it  into  his  morn- 
ing meal  at  home.  Broadly  speaking,  therefore,  the 
breach  in  loyalty  to  the  dietary  laws  must  be  avoided 
in  the  outside  world,  if  the  inner  bastion  is  to  remain 
secure.  Once  a Jew  has  crossed  the  Kosher  line  of  his 
own  volition — for  we  must  recognize  the  pressure,  for 
example,  of  military  exigency  in  our  life  these  past 
several  years — he  has  prepared  the  ground  for  depart- 
ing sooner  or  later  in  his  family  sphere  from  this 
essential  of  our  faith. 

Parents  who  sincerely  desire  to  see  their  married 
children  conduct  a Kosher  home  will  do  well  to  take 
these  observations  to  heart,  to  be  themselves  particular 
about  the  food  they  order  in  a public  dining  room,  and 
to  encourage  their  sons  and  daughters  from  the  epdiest 
years  to  be  obstinate  in  resisting  the  temptation  of 
joining  indifferent  comrades  in  tasting  non-kosher 
meals.  The  oft-repeated  slogan  of  our  day,  Hold  the 
line  I may  well  be  applied  in  the  field  of  Kashruth. 
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Adath  Jeshurun  Election  More  Honours  Won 


The  annual  meeting  of  Congregation 
Adath  Jeshurun  elected  as  officers  for 
1945-6: 

President,  L.  Petegorsky. 

Honourary  Vice-Pres.  S.  Katz. 
Vice-Pres.  H.  Gould. 

Treasurer  S.  Caplan. 

Secretary  B.  Pearl. 

Parness  M.  Lif. 

Trustees: 

M.  Baslaw. 

S.  Lepofsky,  C. 

A.  Lithwick.  ° ~ V 

A Shaffer. 

Dr.  A.  Slone.  \ 

J.  Torontow. 

J.  Abelson. 

L.  Freiman. 

Dr.  Schecter. 

Hon.  Board  Member  S.  Miller. 


RIDEAU  VESTRY  CONVENOR 
Mrs.  I.  Shore  at  4-4994  has  been  named 
Date  Convenor  for  the  vestry  rooms  of 
Congregation  Agaduth  Achim,  Rideau 
Street,  by  the  Sisterhood,  and  arrange- 
ments for  the  use  of  the  vestry  rooms 
are  to  be  made  with  her. 


MRS.  S.  KRONICK  LEADS 
SISTERHOOD 

Mrs.  S.  Kronick  was  selected  by  the 
Agaduth  Achim  Sisterhood  as  President 
for  the  coming  year.  She  thus  continues 
the  tradition  of  her  late  mother,  Rivka 
Coplan,  who  held  the  same  office  for  many 
years.  At  the  same  meeting  Mrs.  A. 
Brunberg,  the  Past-President,  and  Mrs. 
A.  H.  Coplan,  were  named  Honourai'y 
Presidents. 

To  serve  with  Mrs.  Kronick  the  follow- 
ing executive  officers  were  chosen: 

1st  Vice-Pres.  Mrs.  A.  Betcherman. 

2nd  Vice-Pres.  Mrs.  D.  Zelikovitz. 

Secretary,  Mrs.  M.  Zbar. 

Treasurer  Mrs.  Harry  Soloway. 


HOLLAND  ADDRESS 
Anybody  who  desires  to  send  relief 
parcels  privately  to  Holland  will  do  well 
to  jot  down  this  address: 

Joodsche  Coordinate  Commissie. 

Job.  Vermeerstraat  18. 

Amsterdam,  Holland. 


A.  HURTIG,  LIEUT-COL. 

It’s  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hurtig  now! 
The  young  medical  officer  who  married 
Florence  Levinson  upon  his  return  from 
overseas  and  now  calls  Ottawa  his 
home  has  steadily  advanced  in  military 
rank  until  this  newest  appointment. 


To  the  illustrious  war  record  of  this 
community  we  now  proudly  add  three 
more  instances  of  great  pride  to  Ottawa 
Jewry. 

Major  Edward  Wolstein,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  Wolstein,  has  been  awarded 
the  coveted  M.  B.  E.  (Member  of  the 
British  Empire)  for  his  distinguished 
work  in  eye  surgery  during  this  last 
war. 

David  Kronick,  son  of  Mr.  J.  Kronick, 
has  been  Mentioned  in  Despatches. 

More  recently,  Lieut.-Col.  Mervin  Mir- 
sky, son  of  D.  Mirsky  and  grandson  of 
the  late  Reverend  J.  Mirsky,  has  been 
Mentioned  in  Despatches. 

LETTER  TO  EDITOR 

Mr.  B.  Pearl,  Secretary  of  Congrega- 
tion Adath  Jeshurun  and  Secretary  of  the 
Vaad  Ha’Ir,  has  written  to  the  Bulletin 
in  praise  of  the  service  it  renders  to  our 
community,  and  he  urges  especially  that 
the  readers  of  the  Bulletin  should  never 
overlook  the  contents  of  the  editorial 
page.  The  Bulletin  herewith  acknowl- 
edges with  thanks  these  kind  remarks, 
that  are  esteemed  all  the  more  because 
they  come  from  a veteran  in  congrega- 
tional activities. 

PAMPHLET  OF  INTEREST 

The  Union  of  Orthodox  Jewish  Congre- 
gations of  America  has  just  published  a 
32-page  pamphlet  on  “The  Sabbath-Cor- 
ner stone  of  Jewish  Life”,  written  by  our 
own  Rabbi  0.  Z.  Fasman.  It  is  expected 
that  this  booklet  will  be  widely  distri- 
buted throughout  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  because  of  the  simplicity  with 
which  all  phases  of  Sabbath  activity  that 
affect  the  modern  Jewish  home  are  dis- 
cussed. 

In  the  very  near  future  the  local  Syna- 
gogues will  mail  a copy  to  their  members. 

PLAQUE  HONORS  SERVICEMEN 

A formal  program  is  being  planned  by 
Cong.  Bnai  Jacob  for  Sunday,  Nov.  18th, 
when  a plaque  will  be  unveiled  in  honor 
of  the  43  men  in  its  family  membership 
who  were  on  active  service  in  this  war. 
Three  made  the  supreme  sacrifice. 

The  largest  Shabbos  attendance  in  the 
history  of  Agudath  Israel  Synagogue 
(West  End)  greeted  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of 
Pres.  Morris  Goldberg’s,  son,  Arnie,  on 
Oct.  13th.  The  proud  parents  prepared 
an  appropriate  Kiddush. 

CITIZENS  URGE  OPEN  DOOR 
(Continued  from  page  1) 
in  Palestine  is  not  in  the  nature  of  a gift 
but  a right  they  have  decisively  earned. 

The  press  reports  in  both  the  Ottawa 
Citizen  and  the  Ottawa  Journal  were  ex- 
tensive, and  the  editorials  of  these  great 
newspapers  showed  deep  sympathy  with 
the  Jewish  demand  that  immigration  into 
the  Holy  Land  be  kept  open  on  a large 
scale. 


Office  to  B.  M.  Alexandor 

Wing  Commander  B.  M.  Alexandor 
has  been  appointed  to  serve  as  co-  chair- 
man with  Messrs.  A.  Betcherman  and 
M.  Zagerman  in  the  Community  Center 
Project.  Although  a young  man,  he  is 
an  experienced  worker  in  this  community, 
having  served  as  a president  of  Congre- 
gation Adath  Jeshurun  and  having  taken 
active  part  in  all  Zionist  work.  In 
accepting  the  office  at  an  executive  meet- 
ing of  the  Vaad  Ha’Ir,  W/C  Alexandor 
explained  that  he  expects  shortly  to 
return  to  civilian  life  and  hopes  to  devote 
much  of  his  public  service  to  the  all- 
important  program  of  getting  the  new 
Center  built. 


Election  at  Agudath  Achim 

The  CongTegation  Agudath  Achim  held 
its  annual  meeting  on  September  27th 
and  returned  to  their  posts  the  officers 
of  the  preceeding  year  as  follows: 
President  Michal  Greenberg. 
Vice-Pres.  M.  N.  Drazin. 

Treasurer  S.  Swedlove. 

Secretary  M.  Berezin. 

1st  Trustee  M.  Zbar. 

Fifteen  members  were  chosen  to  serve 
on  the  Board  of  Directors: 

M.  Addleman,  A.  Betcherman,  M.  Bet- 
cherman, S.  B.  Cohen,  S.  Kronick,  I.  Le- 
vine, S.  Roodman,  M.  J.  Sachs,  T.  Sachs, 
I.  Shore,  S.  Spevak,  M.  Wolfe,  M.  Zager- 
man, D.  Zelikovitz,  S.  Zelikovitz. 


SHABBOS  CANDLES 
(Standard  Time) 

Oct.  26 4.40  P.  M. 

Nov.  2 4.30  P.M. 

Nov.  9 4.20  P.  M. 

Nov  16 * 4.12  P.M. 

Nov.  23 4.06  P.  M. 

Nov.  30 4.02  P.  M. 

(Please  note:  most  calendars,  including 
the  Ottawa  Hadassah  calendar,  published 
early  this  year  still  show  War  Time  in 
their  candle  time.  Be  sure  to  deduct  1 
hour.) 

SYNAGOGUE  OFFICERS  CHOSEN 

Cong.  Machzikei  Hadath  held  its  an- 
nual election  on  September  23rd.  The 
following  officers  were  chosen: 

Pres.  Saul  Saslove. 

Vice-Pres.  H.  Pleet. 

Treasurer,  H.  Steinberg. 

Rec.  Sec’y.  H.  Gencher. 

Fin.  Sec’y.  M.  Levitan. 

1st  Trustee  H.  Epstein. 

2nd  Trustee  H.  Sedelnick. 

Trustees:  Abe  Shapiro. 

T.  Bordelay. 

Morris  Greenberg. 
Menashe  Greenberg. 
Cemetery  Committee,  L.  Steinberg. 
I Nadler. 
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Returning  Servicemen 

Every  courtesy  and  friendship  will  be 
extended  to  servicemen  who.  are  return- 
ing to  civilian  life  by  the  B’nai  B’rith 
Rehabilitation  Oommittee.  Such  men 
are  always  welcome  to  visit  chairman 
Michal  Freedman,  co-chairman  Harold 
Rubin,  D.F.C.,  Eddie  Gittelson,  Ivan  Good- 
man, or  A.  Lithwick. 

The  same  oommittee  is  compiling  a 
complete  war  record  of  Ottawa  men  on 
active  service  during  this  war,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  anybody  who  looks  through 
the  posted  list  in  the  Synagogues  and 
sees  a name  missing  will  immediately  in- 
form one  of  the  committee. 

When  the  question  was  discussed  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Vaad  Ha’Ir  to  plan 
a large  public  reception  in  honour  of  the 
man  returning  from  overseas,  it  was  de- 
cided to  wait  several  more  months,  as 
quite  a few  are  expected  back  during 
that  period. 

Important:  If  you  hear  of  a returned 

serviceman  who  has  any  difficulties  in 
re-establishing  himself  in  civilian  life, 
please  inform  the  committee  immediately. 
It  is  possible,  for  example,  that  some- 
body who  desires  to  go  into  business  for 
himself  is  not  aware  of  the  liberal  terms 
offered  by  the  Ottawa  Free  Loan  Asso- 
ciation to  discharged  service  personnel. 
Similar  opportunities  can  be  disclosed 
to  those  who  get  in  touch  with  the  com- 
mittee. 

Attend  Mizrachi  Women  Carnival  Nov. 
4th.  8 pan.  Talmud  Torah  Hall. 


HIGH  POST  FOR  D.  PETEGORSKY 

Dr.  David  W.  Petegorsky  has  gone 
from  his  important  position  with  the 
War  Imformation  Board  of  Ottawa  to 
one  of  the  key  posts  in  American  Jewish 
life,  by  assuming  his  duties  as  the  Ex- 
ecutive Secretary  of  the  American  Jew- 
ish Congress.  At  the  time  he  left  Ot- 
tawa, he  was  the  Vice-chairman  of  the 
Talmud  Torah  Board  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Planning  Committee  for  the  new 
Synagogue-Community  Centre  project, 
and  the  Vaad  HaTr  is  keenly  conscious 
of  the  vacancy  left  by  his  removal  from 
our  city;  yet  it  is  proud  to  know  that 
the  large  Jewish  Community  of  the 
United  States  had  to  come  to  us  to  find 
an  individual  who  could  measure  up  to 
the  requirements  of  an  outstanding  post 
in  its  organizational  structure. 

Dr.  Petegorsky  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leon  Petegorsky. 


LIST  OF  OVERSEAS  SURVIVORS 

The,  Jias  continues  to  receive  lists  of 
Jewish  survivors  in  Europe  that  may  be 
inspected  in  Miss  Abelson’s  office  at  the 
Talmud  Torah  on  Sunday  morning  after 
10  a. m. 


Mrs.  M.  Roberts  has  been  co-opted  on 
the  War  Services  Committee  of  the  Vaad 
Pla’Ir  in  recognition  of  her  devoted  efforts 
in  sending  parcels  of  food  and  clothing 
to  the  Jewish  people  in  dire  need  over- 
seas. The  last  letter  on  this  topic  sent 
by  Captain  I.  B.  Rose  (of  Ottawa)  from 
Holland  contains  these  sentences: 

“We  foresee  a very  severe  winter  for 
the  people  of  this  country  and  especially 
a great  shortage  of  warm  clothing.  I’m 
appealing  to  you  now  to  ask,  to  even 
demand,  of  the  people  in  Canada  to  send 
me  parcels  of  warm  clothing  such  as 
sweaters,  scarves,  woolen  garments,  etc., 
and  food  such  as  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  tinned 
meat  and  fish,  cooking  oil,  vitamin  pills. 
These  parcels  will  be  distributed  to  the 
neediest  cases  and  will  go  a long  way 
toward  maintaining  the  lives  of  suffering 
people.” 

Whatever  you  can  do  for  this  cause 
will  be  a major  mitzvah,  and  you  should 
phone  Mrs.  Roberts  immediately  at 
2-2788  to  assure  her  of  your  assistance, 
or  mail  your  contribution  to  her  address 
at  267  Laurier  West.  She  has  received 
the  courteous  aid  of  numerous  business 
houses  in  purchasing  the  kind  of  supplies 
asked  for  at  highly  reduced  rates.  If 
you  prefer,  you  may  send  your  own 
parcel  addressed  to: 

Chaplains  (J),  Headquarters, 
Canadian  Forces, 

Netherlands. 


HEBREW  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
FUNCTIONS 

Miss  Bessie  Cardash  has  been  named 
Acting  Superintendent  to  fill  the  vacancy 
left  in  the  Ottawa  Hebrew  Sunday  School, 
when  Mrs.  I.  Zivian  moved  to  Toronto. 
The  school  holds  classes  every  Sunday 
at  10  a.m.  in  the  Osgoode  Public  School. 
It  is  intended  for  children  who,  because 
of  special  circumstances,  are  unable  to 
enroll  in  the  Talmud  Torah. 


The  Jewish  community  is  very  proud 
of  the  high  honour  recently  bestowed 
upon  Mr.  Samuel  Lepofsky,  when  he 
was  named  a King’s  Counsel. 

Mr.  Lepofsky  has  been  active  for 
many  years  in  the  Zionist  Society,  the 
Benevolent  Society,  the  Free  Loan  As- 
sociation, the  annual  J.D.C.  and  U.P.A. 
campaigns,  the  Vaad  Ha’Ir,  and  in  his 
congregation,  Adath  Jeshurun.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  President  of  the  Ottawa  Zion- 
ist Society  and  Chairman  of  the  Vaad 
Pla’Ir  War  Services  Committee,  in  addi- 
tion to  other  offices  in  the  societies  men- 
tioned. 


THE  HEBREW  LANGUAGE  AND 
JUDAISM 

A few  lines  by  the  Principal  of  the 

Talmud  Torah,  Rabbi  B.  Kravetz. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  at 
length  the  correlation  of  the  Hebrew 
languag-e  and  Judaism  and  to  subject 
this  problem  to  an  objective  analysis. 
That  problem  requires  an  elaborate 
study  of  all  the  aspects  of  Judaism  in 
terms  of  historical  evolution  and  social 
psycchology.  I wish,  merely,  to  recall  a 
few  facts  that  some  of  us  have  apparent- 
ly forgotten,  and  hence  their  abandon- 
ment of  the  Hebrew  language. 

We  all  know  that  the  Israelites  adopt- 
ed the  Hebrew  language  at  the  threshold 
of  their  career.  Afeter  receiving  the 
Torah,  Hebrew  became  the  holy  language 
of  Jewish  religion,  culture  and  civiliza- 
tion. Gradually  it  grew  upon  the  people 
and  it  became  the  vesture  of  their  inner- 
most thoughts  and  emotions.  The  Rabbis 
attributed  the  deliverance  from  Egyptian 
bondage  to  the  fact  the  Hebrews  in 
Egypt  adhered  to  the  Hebrew  language. 
They  also  stated  that,  any  Jew  who  fails 
to  have  his  child  taught  the  Bible  in 
Hebrew  cheats  him  of  life’s  best.  Hebrew 
became  intimately  blended  with  all  the 
experiences  of  the  Jewish  people:  their 
joys  and  sufferings,  their  hopes,  ideals 
and  deepest  religious  yearnings.  It  is. 
inconceivable  that  any  of  the  traditional 
Jewish  prayers  can  evoke  in  translation 
the  same  religious  emotions,  cultural 
.allusions  and  national  memories  that 
they  do  in  the  original  Hebrew. 

Jewish  thinkers,  poets  and  singers, 
throughout  the  ages  have  eulogized  the 
Hebrew  language  in  the  most  touching 
terms.  Hebrew  became  the  symbol  of 
Jewish  unity,  distinctiveness  and  re- 
naissance in  our  old-new  homeland  Eretz 
Israel.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  aban- 
donment of  the  Hebrew  language  at 
this  stage  would  devitalize  Judaism  and 
undermine  its  foundations.  It  is  un- 
thinkable, therefore,  that  any  self- 
respecting  people  would  discard  a lan- 
guage which  served  so  faithfully 
throughout  generations  as  the  instrumen- 
ality  of  their  intrinsic  emotions,  ideals 
and  thoughts. 

No  wonder,  then,  that  the  present  trend 
of  all  progressive  Talmud  Torahs  is  to 
adopt  a curiculum  in  which  the  dominant 
language  is  Hebrew.  It  is,  of  course, 
by  no  means  an  easy  task  for  the  teacher 
to  implement  this  system  in  his  daily 
work  under  the  present  circumstances 
when  the  children  come  from  public 
school  tired  and  exhausted;  it  is  a long 
difficult  way  but  a sure  and  safe  one. 

This  system  requires  fully  six  years 
of  regular  attendance  if  the  parents 
truly  desire  to  see  their  children  educat- 
ed in  the  spirit  of  love,  devotion  and 
■attachment  to  all  the  national,  cultural 
and  traditional  values  of  Jewish  life. 


